FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
some ocean where bombing aeroplanes cannot
as yet follow them in sufficient numbers. It is
*<
also pretty clear to the lay intelligence that these
new developments tell strongly in favour of
building numbers of smaller ships, and against
the big battleship. If therefore admirals cannot
be happy without the spacious quarter-decks of
a battleship, and insist on having naval battles,
suitable areas in the Arctic or the Antarctic could
be reserved for such exercises by international
agreement. But they would not affect the strategic
problems of a modern war. These would be con-
cerned with the security of trade-routes over
limited areas, especially in the neighbourhood of
lands from which ships can be attacked by sub-
marines and aeroplanes.
As matters stand at present it would seem that
all we could hope for was to keep open the routes
across the Atlantic, and to Australia via the Cape.
The Mediterranean would be quite unsafe in case
of war with a Mediterranean power. With France,
Belgium and Ireland hostile, or in hostile hands,
all our remaining trade-routes would be in
jeopardy. Even with the help of the Singapore
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